A SHORTER HISTORY OP ENGLAND
succeeded in evading it and bringing in artillery to help her
husband—but it greatly hampered the King's provisionment.
 (6)	The commanders of the Rebellion were not hampered by
a bad military tradition.  They were able at the critical moment
to make a clean sweep, and put the effective command into the
hands of their most able men, and also in time to develop a well-
disciplined permanent force.   Charles, on the other hand, was
handicapped by the necessity of relying upon the personal
loyalty of a host of gentlemen whose claims to precedence he
had to consider, whose power of enforcing discipline upon those
who followed them differed greatly from one unit to another.
 (7)	On the moral side the advantage of the Rebellion was not
so great, but was still considerable.   Though the populace of
an England then for much the greater part agricultural was
mainly for the King, the sentiment was vague, and the tax-
payers, including the great body of the freeholding peasantry,
still remembered their grievances against the old Government.
On the other hand, Charles had one great asset: his claim was
clear. He demanded no more than his constitutional authority,
accepted by Immemorial custom. He was England. He repre-
sented the nation, while the so-called Parliament represented
nothing like the nation. Of the two Houses one, the Commons,
was reduced to little more than half its former numbers, and
even within this fraction were many who doubted the wisdom
of active rebellion; while the other, the House of Lords, had
ceased to exist, though the name 'Lords' was still given to a
handful of men who remained at Westminster and in different
degrees supported the Rebellion. These, of course, could not
speak with traditional authority, and that fraction of the Com-
mons which still called itself by the old name was composed
mainly of members from the little towns who always formed
four-fifths of the House; while the knights of the shire, who
stood for the overwhelmingly larger rural population, were only
one-fifth*
But, as against all this, was the great moral fact that the Kfog
was whole-heartedly supported by only a few. The remaining
'nKHnentum* and weight of kingship was still great, but the
sqpijes who followed him had for the most part no intention of
losing the advantages their class had recently won. A typical
example is Lord Southampton, head of one of the new great
Reformation families. He has left it on record that,

